Our Experience
At Exeter International we have been creating memories and crafting custom-designed journeys for 27 years.
We are a team of specialists committed to providing the best travel experiences in our destinations. Each of
our experts has either travelled extensively on reconnaissance trips, or has lived in their area of expertise, giving
us unparalleled first-hand knowledge. Because we focus on specific parts of the globe, we return to the same
destinations many times, honing our experience over the years.
Knowledgeable Up-to-the-Minute Local Information
We are best placed to give you advice about traveling to Europe and beyond, from logistics and new protocols
in museums, hotels, and restaurants in each country. We are here to expertly guide you through the new normal
in travel.
Original Custom Programs, Meticulously Planned
Our experts speak your language both literally and culturally. Our advice and recommendations are impartial,
honest, and always have the individual in mind. We save valuable time in pre-trip research and focus on
developing experiences that enrich and enhance your experience. Once on your journey you will have complete
peace of mind with our local 24-hour contact person who is on hand to coordinate any changes in your program
or help you in the case of any emergency.
Hand-Selected Guides
We know that guides are one of the most important components of any travel experience. That is why we only
use local experts who have a history of working with our guests and whom we know personally. We are
extremely particular in selecting our guides and are confident that they will be one of the most memorable
aspects of any of our trips.
Flexible Deposit
We prepay deposits for services so we can access the top guides, the best drivers and maintain preferred
partnerships with our partner hotels. Our deposit to confirm services is 25% of the total trip cost. We want
you to feel confident to book but also know that we are sensitive to current circumstances. Therefore, 15% of
this deposit is refundable up to 31 days prior to departure if you are unable to travel for any reason. 10% of
the deposit will be retained as a future travel credit for up to 3 years. Future travel will be priced at prevailing
rates. If it is determined that you are unable to travel within 31 days of the start of services, all deposits paid
will be converted to a future travel credit, less nonrefundable funds committed on your behalf and tickets such
as train or theater tickets. This credit may also be applied to our sister travel companies: Almaz Journeys and
Exeter Safari Company.
Financial Stability
We are proud to be recognized by Allianz Insurance on their list of covered travel suppliers to give you
additional peace of mind.

Arrival in Tirana (flight cost is not included in the program). Your driver will welcome you and transfer you to your
hotel to enjoy the remainder of the day at leisure.
Arrival Transfer
Plaza

This morning, after meeting your guide and driver, you will start with a walking tour of Tirana city center. This
will include a visit to the main boulevard, Scanderbeg square, main administrative buildings, presidency, pyramid.
Then, you will transfer about 45 minutes north of the capital city and to Kruje – the historic hometown
picturesquely situated on a hill and stronghold of Albania’s national hero George Kastrioti – Skanderbeg, who
successfully fought the Ottoman invasion for more than two decades. Albanian original buildings and the old
bazaar will allow you to move into the past.
Kruje was the center of the Albanian resistance against the Ottomans led by Skanderbeg. Driving along the
winding mountain road, you will reach the town’s main square marked by the equestrian statue of Skanderbeg
wielding his sword. Continuing uphill and above the town, you will reach the historic fortress and citadel which
successfully withstood three Ottoman sieges led by Sultan Murat and later by his son Sultan Mehmed II – the
conqueror of Constantinople (now Istanbul). It was only after Skanderbeg’s death that the fortress finally fell,
and the Albanian resistance was suppressed.
As you enter the restored fortress, you will visit the Historical Museum, which focuses on Skanderbeg’s life and
follows the Albanian struggle against the Ottoman invaders and the historical development of the citadel. With
time permitting, just down the hill, you will visit the small Ethnographic Museum, which is housed in the former
home of an affluent Ottoman family from the mid-18th century and offers an insight into the life in Kruje
centuries ago.
Back in Tirana, you will enjoy a very special dinner at the house/restaurant of a well-known Albanian chef and
artist. This place is located outside of Tirana and offers very nice views of the hills and fields surrounding the
capital. You will spend a relaxing time tasting a seasonal menu with Albanian cuisine touches. Local wines will
accompany the meal. Afterwards, you will be transferred to your hotel.
Vehicle & Driver (10 Hours); Guide (8 Hours)
Plaza

Meet your Macedonian driver for your transfer to the lake city of Ohrid. Upon arrival, check-in at your hotel.
If you wish, you can cap the day with a private boat tour on the lake, enjoying the sunset and the panoramic
views of the coast.
Transfer; Boat ride
Villa St. Sofija

This morning, you will tour the most remarkable sights of the charming historic town of Ohrid. Protected as a
UNESCO World Heritage site, Ohrid is a jewel box of medieval architecture and historical monuments and a
highlight of any trip to Macedonia.
Your guide will begin with the visit to St. Sofia, a grand 11th-century building which was once the main bishopric
cathedral before being converted into a mosque by the Ottomans. The church’s interior walls were whitewashed
during the Ottoman period to cover the magnificent Byzantine-style frescoes from the 11th – 14th centuries,
thus ironically preserving them in remarkably good condition.
Strolling along the narrow winding streets of the Old Town, you will reach the St. John (Sveti Jovan) at Kaneo
Church which is perched on a hill overlooking the Lake Ohrid. This majestic medieval church was built in the
13th century in the Byzantine style and has a cruciform shape with an octagonal dome where recent restorations
have revealed well-preserved frescoes with images of Orthodox saints including St. Clement – the patron saint
of Ohrid. All around Ohrid there are more than 365 small churches.
In the afternoon, head towards the St. Naum Monastery, which is located in a very picturesque setting at the
south-eastern shores of the lake Ohrid, only a mile away from the border with Albania. The St. Naum church is
cruciform and similar in its Byzantine architecture to the one of the St. Panteleimon Monastery in Ohrid. The
interior frescoes are mainly from the 19th century although fragments from the wall paintings from the 16th –
17th centuries can also be seen. If you wish, you can board one of the boats docked here to visit the protected
natural springs of Ohrid Lake.
Vehicle, Driver & Guide (8 Hours)
Villa St. Sofija

This morning meet your driver for the transfer to the capital, Skopje.
En route, you will stop at Bitola, the second biggest city in the country and known as the city of the consuls.
The city was founded in the 4th century BC by Philip II of Macedonia, and you will have the chance to visit the
Old Town, the monument to the founder and the Turkish bazaar.
Transfer
Marriott Skopje

Located in the heart of the Balkan Peninsula, Skopje has been at the crossroads of the region’s history for nearly
two millennia. From Roman to Byzantine, Ottoman to Yugoslav and now Macedonian rule, this city has an
incredible array of architectural styles and historical sites.
Your guide will meet you today and will take you on a walking tour of the historical center of the city. On your
tour, your guide will take you through Skopje’s Old Bazaar; one of the oldest and largest marketplaces in The
Balkans. As the city’s center for commerce and trade since the 12th century, the bazaar’s winding cobblestone
streets are a treasure trove of excellently preserved Byzantine and Ottoman architecture. From here, make the
short walk to Skopje Fortress, commonly referred to as “Kale” (Turkish for “Fortress”).
In the new town, you will see the famous 15th century Stone Bridge, and the 100 feet-tall statue of Alexander
the Great at the center of the newly rebuilt Macedonia Square. Finish your tour with a walk to the old historical
Railway Station, where the Museum of Skopje is located nowadays.
Guide (4 Hours)
Marriott Skopje

Meet your driver and guide today for the two-hour journey to Pristina.
Kosovo was declared independent in 2008 from Serbia. Its history starts in antiquity when the lands of modernday Kosovo were inhabited by the Illyrian tribes of Dardanai. They prospered and even created their own
kingdom but after a strong defense, they were defeated and became part of the Roman Empire. The region was
not noted for much during the Middle Ages but started flourishing again in the late medieval times and in the
Ottoman Empire with cities as trade centers and on trade routes. The region was part of Ottoman Empire until
1912 when was invaded by Yugoslavia and was then under Yugoslav rule. During the 1990s and until 2008 it was
part of the Republic of Serbia.
Pristina, the youngest capital in Europe, is a fast-changing city that offers an eclectic urban landscape. Today you
will start your visit with the old quarter of Pristina, where you can still find the traditional Ottoman houses.
Numerous religious buildings as well as historic landmarks like the Clock Tower or the Kosovo Museum are
located in this area. Leaving behind the old quarter you will then visit the modern city. The destination is the
Newborn Square.
You will also see the Monastery of Gracanica. It is one of Kosovo’s best religious monuments built in the time
of the peak of the Serbian kingdoms in 1321. The paintings and frescoes are from different periods of time and
fortunately most of them are well preserved through centuries and from the wars. Its location in a Serbian
enclave in the heart of Kosovo makes it more special.
If you wish, on your way back to Skopje, your guide will take you to Prizren, the cultural capital of Kosovo. Here
you can visit the Old Town, which holds the largest number of preserved Ottoman buildings in the country.

Vehicle, Driver & Guide (10 Hours)
Marriott Skopje

Today after check-out, meet your private driver for your transfer to the airport and your flight onward.
Departure Transfer

Cost of the program
Starting at $4,775 per person based on two guests traveling together.

Accommodations
Tirana
One Double Room for 2 nights at the Plaza Hotel; tax and breakfast included daily.
Ohrid
One Double Room for 2 nights at the Villa St. Sofija; tax and breakfast included daily.
Skopje
One Double Room for 3 nights at the Marriott Skopje; tax and breakfast included daily.

Meals
No meals included, other than breakfast as described above. Your final documents will include our top
recommendations. Your guides will recommend restaurants that fit your exact needs daily.

Services
Private vehicle, driver and guide at your service as described. The timing for each day is noted in your program.
Exeter International’s local offices are available for your assistance 24 hours per day while you are traveling. Our
local staff may also assist you with restaurant reservations and purchasing of additional theater and museum
tickets at your request.
Transportation
Transportation is included as noted. Unless otherwise noted, all transfer service is with a driver only, not a
guide. In general, drivers have limited English-speaking skills. Timing for each day is noted in your program.
Guides
Hand chosen for their knowledge on local history, art & architecture. Guides are at your disposal as noted in
your itinerary.

Tickets
All entrance tickets as described in the program.

Exeter International Travel Information
BAGGAGE
The vehicles reserved for your itinerary can accommodate up to two medium-sized suitcases per person. If you
intend to travel with additional luggage, please advise your travel consultant so appropriate arrangements may
be made. In general, we schedule a sedan for parties of two, a minivan for parties of three to four and a minibus
for parties of five or more.
SIGHTSEEING
Sightseeing arrangements have been made with your special interests in mind. Your drivers and guides are at
your disposal as indicated in the itinerary. Within those time and mileage guidelines, you are free to modify
your program as you please. Should you require additional time or mileage, the costs will be quoted on request
and may be paid for locally in the local currency or U.S. Dollars.
Every effort has been made to confirm that scheduled sightseeing venues will be open at the time you plan to
visit them. However, individual estates, museums, gardens and other points of interest can change their hours
of operation at short notice. In the event that a particular attraction is closed on the day or time of your visit,
your guide will offer alternative arrangements or rearrange your sightseeing to accommodate these unexpected
events.
OPTIONAL EXPENSES
Charges for extra meals, transport, sightseeing services or other optional additions to your established itinerary
are your responsibility and must be paid locally in the local currency.
GRATUITIES
Gratuities are not included in your tour price and are at your own discretion. Please see your final documents
for tipping suggestions.
DINING WITH YOUR GUIDE
On days when dinner and lunch costs have not been included in your itinerary (or in your tour cost), you may,
at your discretion, choose to invite your guide to dine with your party. You are under no obligation to do so
but, if you do extend such an invitation, the guide is your guest and you will be responsible for the cost of his/her
meal.
REFUNDS
We regret that refunds cannot be issued for arrangements confirmed on your itinerary but unused once your
tour has begun.
INSURANCE
Exeter International strongly recommends the purchase of travel insurance to protect your investment. You
will find insurance costs noted on your invoice and insurance coverage information in your original booking
packet.
PRICES AND ARRANGEMENTS
The tour price includes planning, handling, and operational charges. Rates are quoted in US Dollars on the
current rate of exchange and tariff as of 2021. Exeter International reserves the right to increase tour prices to
cover increased costs, tariffs, and taxes, and to reflect fluctuations in foreign exchange markets. Devaluation of
a foreign currency will be weighed against any tariff increases imposed. Exeter International does not breakdown
costs involved in any Small Group or Individual Travel Program.

All arrangements are subject to availability and modification if necessary.
Prices are subject to change if necessary, until paid in full.
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