A Private Historical and
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2021

Itinerary at a Glance:
Day
Day
Day
Day
Day

1
2
3
4
5

Arrive in Yerevan
Overnight in Yerevan
Overnight in Yerevan
Overnight in Yerevan
Depart Yerevan

Why Exeter International?
Our Experience
At Exeter International we have been creating memories and crafting custom-designed journeys for 27 years.
We are a team of specialists committed to providing the best travel experiences in our destinations. Each of
our experts has either travelled extensively on reconnaissance trips, or has lived in their area of expertise, giving
us unparalleled first-hand knowledge. Because we focus on specific parts of the globe, we return to the same
destinations many times, honing our experience over the years.
Knowledgeable Up-to-the-Minute Local Information
We are best placed to give you advice about traveling to Europe and beyond; from logistics and new protocols
in museums, hotels and restaurants in each country. We are here to expertly guide you through the new normal
in travel.
Original Custom Programs, Meticulously Planned
Our experts speak your language both literally and culturally. Our advice and recommendations are impartial,
honest, and always have the individual in mind. We save valuable time in pre-trip research and focus on
developing experiences that enrich and enhance your experience. Once on your journey you will have complete
peace of mind with our local 24-hour contact person who is on hand to coordinate any changes in your program
or help you in the case of any emergency.
Hand-Selected Guides
We know that guides are one of the most important components of any travel experience. That is why we only
use local experts who have a history of working with our guests and whom we know personally. We are
extremely particular in selecting our guides and are confident that they will be one of the most memorable
aspects of any of our trips.
Flexible Deposit
We prepay deposits for services so we can access the top guides, the best drivers and maintain preferred
partnerships with our partner hotels. Our deposit to confirm services is 25% of the total trip cost. We want
you to feel confident to book but also know that we are sensitive to current circumstances. Therefore, 15% of
this deposit is refundable up to 31 days prior to departure if you are unable to travel for any reason. 10% of
the deposit will be retained as a future travel credit for up to 3 years. Future travel will be priced at prevailing
rates. If it is determined that you are unable to travel within 31 days of the start of services, all deposits paid
will be converted to a future travel credit, less nonrefundable funds committed on your behalf and tickets such
as train or theater tickets. This credit may also be applied to our sister travel companies: Almaz Journeys and
Exeter Safari Company.
Financial Stability
We are proud to be recognized by Allianz Insurance on their list of covered travel suppliers to give you
additional peace of mind.

Day 1
Arrive in Yerevan
Today you will arrive at the airport and be met by your private driver. He will then transfer you to your hotel,
the Alexander. You then have the remainder of your evening at leisure.
Exeter Services
Airport Transfer
Hotel
Alexander Hotel

Day 2
Overnight in Yerevan
This morning you will meet your driver and guide in your hotel lobby and set off on a full day tour of this historic
city. You will begin at Republic square where you will see Mashtots Avenue, the Opera House, the statue of
“Mother Armenia”, the statue of Alexander Tamanyan – the architect of Yerevan, the Academy of Sciences, the
President’s Residence and the Parliament Building. You will then continue into the State History museum of
Armenia that paints an integral picture of the history and culture of Armenia from prehistoric times until today.
You will then continue to Tsitsernakaberd memorial complex, dedicated to the victims of Armenian Genocide
before arriving in Ejmiatsin, the centre of Armenian Christianity. Here you will visit the Main Cathedral, a
UNESCO World Heritage site and the spiritual centre of all Armenians. You will also see the 7th century
St. Hripsime church. After breaking for lunch, you can visit the open-air museum of Zvartnots Temple. You will
then drive to the Kotayk region. Here you will visit the Garni pagan temple and museum as well as the nearby
ramparts and other monuments such as the ruins of the palace complex, bathhouse and famous round church.
The whole complex is erected on a triangular plateau. The Temple, called "the Temple of Sun" is dedicated to
the heathen god “Mihra”.
Next you will visit Geghard cave monastery, partially hewn in rock. This spectacular site, included on the
UNESCO World Heritage List, has a unique history. Dating back to the pagan times, this is the place where the
Lance, piercing the side of Christ when he was on the cross, was kept. You will then drive back to Yerevan
where you have the remainder of your evening at leisure.
Exeter Services
Private Vehicle, Driver & Guide (8 Hours)
Hotel
Alexander Hotel

Day 3
Overnight in Yerevan
This morning you will meet your guide and driver in your hotel lobby and depart for the Lori region via Ashtarak
town.
On the way you can stop at the monuments dedicated to the letters of the Armenian Alphabet and the Holy
Cross Monument, constructed as a symbol of 1711 years of Armenian Christianity. Make a stop near Sanahin
bridge, which is one of the famous engineering constructions of medieval Armenia.
Enjoy lunch at a local restaurant in the Lori region.
Following lunch continue the drive towards the Haghpat Monastic complex. Enjoy a tour of this historic
monastery that is also a UNESCO-protected historic monument and a true masterpiece of medieval religious
architecture. You will then drive back to Yerevan where you have the remainder of your day at leisure.
Exeter Services
Private Vehicle, Driver & Guide (8 Hours)
Hotel
Alexander Hotel

Day 4
Overnight in Yerevan
This morning you will meet your driver and guide in your hotel lobby and set off for Matenadaran, the institute
and museum of medieval manuscripts.
You will then continue to the Ararat Region. Here you will find the Khor-Virap monastery. Khor Virap is a
monastic complex and a pilgrimage site with a beautiful location at the foot of Mount Ararat. According to the
legend it is here that Armenia’s patron saint, St. Gregory the Illuminator, was imprisoned for 12 years by the
pagan king before curing him of a disease and converting him to Christianity.
Next, continue to the Vayots Dzor region where you will visit Noravank Monastery with its beautiful
architecture set against a backdrop of idyllic scenery. Enjoy lunch at a local restaurant near the monastery before
continuing to the Ararat Brandy factory where you will enjoy a tasting of their famous brandy.
After lunch, head back to the city center for a visit to Vernissage open-air market- here you can find souvenirs
and handmade crafts starting from Soviet times to the modern day; hand-made crafts of all themes and colors.
You will then be driven back to your hotel where you have the remainder of your day at leisure.
Exeter Services
Private Vehicle, Driver & Guide (8 Hours)
Hotel
Alexander Hotel

Day 5
Depart Yerevan
This morning you will check out of your hotel and meet your driver in your hotel lobby. He will then transfer
you to the nearby airport where you will meet your onward flight home.
Exeter Services
Airport Transfer

What's
Included

Cost of the Program:

Low Season:
January 2021 – Mid-March 2021

Per Person for Two (2) guests Shoulder Season:
traveling together
Mid-March – June 2021
August 2021
High Season:
July, September – October 2021
Low Season:
January 2021 – Mid-March 2021

Per Person for Four (4) guests
traveling together per person
Shoulder Season:
Mid-March – June 2021
August 2020

High Season:
July, September – October 2021

From
$3,000
From
$3,250
From
$3,700
From
$2,650
From
$2,875
From
$3,200

Accommodations:

Alexander Hotel in one Deluxe Room for 4 nights.
The Alexander:
Located in the center of the historic district, The Alexander is conveniently located near the National Academic
Theater of Opera and Ballet and Republic Park. This 114-room hotel offers spa services, as well as a fitness
center and indoor swimming pool.
On the top floor is the Atelier 1797 Penthouse Bar & Grill, which offers panoramic views of the city. It has an
open kitchen that gives you the opportunity to watch the chef prepare each dish. A reservation is required, and
it has a formal dress code. For a more casual atmosphere, Gabriel’s Bar & Lounge has an all-day menu paired
with signature cocktails.

Deluxe Room: This room varies in size from 398 square feet to 431 square feet. It gives you the option
between two single beds, a queen size bed, or a kind size. It has a stunning view of the city, as well as a work
desk. There is also a marble bathroom with a separate shower and bathtub. This room has the option to have
a connecting room.

Meals

No meals included, other than breakfast as described above. Your final documents will include our top
recommendations.

Services

Private vehicle, driver and guide at your service as described. The timing for each day is noted in your program.
Exeter International’s local offices are available for your assistance 24 hours per day while you are traveling. Our
local staff may also assist you with restaurant reservations and purchasing of additional theater and museum
tickets at your request.
Transportation
Transportation is included as noted. Unless otherwise noted, all transfer service is with a driver only, not a
guide. In general, drivers have limited English-speaking skills. Timing for each day is noted in your program.
Guides
Hand chosen for their knowledge on local history, art & architecture. Guides are at your disposal as noted in
your itinerary.
Tickets
All entrance tickets as described in the program.

Exeter International Travel Information

BAGGAGE
The vehicles reserved for your itinerary can accommodate up to two medium-sized suitcases per person. If you
intend to travel with additional luggage, please advise your travel consultant so appropriate arrangements may
be made. In general, we schedule a sedan for parties of two, a minivan for parties of three to four and a minibus
for parties of five or more.
SIGHTSEEING
Sightseeing arrangements have been made with your special interests in mind. Your drivers and guides are at
your disposal as indicated in the itinerary. Within those time and mileage guidelines, you are free to modify
your program as you please. Should you require additional time or mileage, the costs will be quoted on request
and may be paid for locally in the local currency or U.S. Dollars.
Every effort has been made to confirm that scheduled sightseeing venues will be open at the time you plan to
visit them. However, individual estates, museums, gardens, and other points of interest can change their hours
of operation at short notice. In the event that a particular attraction is closed on the day or time of your visit,
your guide will offer alternative arrangements or rearrange your sightseeing to accommodate these unexpected
events.
OPTIONAL EXPENSES
Charges for extra meals, transport, sightseeing services, or other optional additions to your established itinerary
are your responsibility and must be paid locally in the local currency.

GRATUITIES
Gratuities are not included in your tour price and are at your own discretion. Please see your final documents
for tipping suggestions.
DINING WITH YOUR GUIDE
On days when dinner and lunch costs have not been included in your itinerary (or in your tour cost), you may,
at your discretion, choose to invite your guide to dine with your party. You are under no obligation to do so
but, if you do extend such an invitation, the guide is your guest and you will be responsible for the cost of his/her
meal.
REFUNDS
We regret that refunds cannot be issued for arrangements confirmed on your itinerary but unused once your
tour has begun.
INSURANCE
Exeter International strongly recommends the purchase of travel insurance to protect your investment. You
will find insurance costs noted on your invoice and insurance coverage information in your original booking
packet.
PRICES AND ARRANGEMENTS
The tour price includes planning, handling and operational charges. Rates are quoted in US Dollars on the current
rate of exchange and tariff as of 2020. Exeter International reserves the right to increase tour prices to cover
increased costs, tariffs and taxes, and to reflect fluctuations in foreign exchange markets. Devaluation of a
foreign currency will be weighed against any tariff increases imposed. Exeter International does not breakdown
costs involved in any Small Group or Individual Travel Program.
All arrangements are subject to availability and modification if necessary.
Prices are subject to change if necessary, until paid in full.
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