Our Experience
At Exeter International we have been creating memories and crafting custom-designed journeys for 27 years.
We are a team of specialists committed to providing the best travel experiences in our destinations. Each of
our experts has either travelled extensively on reconnaissance trips, or has lived in their area of expertise, giving
us unparalleled first-hand knowledge. Because we focus on specific parts of the globe, we return to the same
destinations many times, honing our experience over the years.
Knowledgeable Up-to-the-Minute Local Information
We are best placed to give you advice about traveling to Europe and beyond; from logistics and new protocols
in museums, hotels and restaurants in each country. We are here to expertly guide you through the new normal
in travel.
Original Custom Programs, Meticulously Planned
Our experts speak your language both literally and culturally. Our advice and recommendations are impartial,
honest, and always have the individual in mind. We save valuable time in pre-trip research and focus on
developing experiences that enrich and enhance your experience. Once on your journey you will have complete
peace of mind with our local 24-hour contact person who is on hand to coordinate any changes in your program
or help you in the case of any emergency.
Hand-Selected Guides
We know that guides are one of the most important components of any travel experience. That is why we only
use local experts who have a history of working with our guests and whom we know personally. We are
extremely particular in selecting our guides and are confident that they will be one of the most memorable
aspects of any of our trips.
Flexible Deposit
We prepay deposits for services so we can access the top guides, the best drivers and maintain preferred
partnerships with our partner hotels. Our deposit to confirm services is 25% of the total trip cost. We want
you to feel confident to book but also know that we are sensitive to current circumstances. Therefore, 15% of
this deposit is refundable up to 31 days prior to departure if you are unable to travel for any reason. 10% of
the deposit will be retained as a future travel credit for up to 3 years. Future travel will be priced at prevailing
rates. If it is determined that you are unable to travel within 31 days of the start of services, all deposits paid
will be converted to a future travel credit, less nonrefundable funds committed on your behalf and tickets such
as train or theater tickets. This credit may also be applied to our sister travel companies: Almaz Journeys and
Exeter Safari Company.
Financial Stability
We are proud to be recognized by Allianz Insurance on their list of covered travel suppliers to give you
additional peace of mind.

Upon arrival, your driver will meet you at the airport, outside of customs and after picking-up your luggage and
will transfer you to your hotel.
After some time to drop off your luggage and freshen up, your guide will meet you in the lobby for an overview
tour. Romania’s capital city was first mentioned in the 15th century and later became the residence of the
Wallachian prince Vlad III Tepes. In the 18th and 19th centuries, Bucharest was occupied on several occasions by
forces of the Ottoman, the Habsburg, and the Russian Empires. When Wallachia and Moldavia were united to
form the Principality of Romania in 1861, Bucharest became the new nation's capital.
You may see the Romanian Atheneum – a circular, Ionic temple-style building, built in the late 19th Century as a
culture house. You may also stroll down the Calea Victoriei (Victory Avenue), one of Bucharest’s most historic
streets. You will also drive by the enormous Palace of Parliament, a memorial to Ceausescu’s ideals and visions
of Communism. The building has over 1,000 rooms and is 12 stories tall. In order to free space for the
construction the Palace, Ceausescu ordered the demolishing of some of Bucharest's most historic districts,
including some 30 churches and synagogues and over 30,000 homes.
You will finish the day with a visit of Ceaucescu’s former private residence, Palacio Primaverii, built in the mid60s in a luxurious classical style. The dictator lived here with his wife during the last 25 years of their lives.
Vehicle & Driver-Guide
Grand Continental

This morning, you will leave Bucharest and transfer north across the Carpathian Mountains and into the
Transylvania region.
On your way, you can make a stop at the Peles Castle located in an idyllic setting near Sinaia – a masterpiece of
German new-Renaissance architecture. As the former summer palace of King Carol, its architecture is
resplendent with turrets, curlicues, and painted frescoes on the walls. Completed in 1883, Peles' interiors are a
magnificent display of elegant design and historical artifacts. Its 160 rooms are adorned with the finest examples
of European art, crystal chandeliers, German stained-glass windows, walls covered with Cordoba leather,
Meissen and Sevres porcelains, and ebony and ivory sculptures.
Upon arrival in Bran, you will have the remainder of the day at leisure.
Full-Day Guide-Driver & Vehicle
Balaban Inn

Today you will start with a visit to nearby town of Braşov, one of the most historic towns in the Transylvanian
region. Founded in the 13th century as a German merchant colony, the town soon became a major medieval
trading center. The Saxons built ornate houses and churches, protected by a massive defensive wall that still
remains.
You will start in the Old Town Square where the Council House is located. The building’s tower, called the
Trumpeter’s Tower, was once a watchtower from which alarm was sounded in times of danger. After the great
fire of 1689, set by the invading Austro-Hungarian army, the building was restored and completed as a
Renaissance-style loggia dominated by a Baroque facade bearing the coat of arms of the town. The Council
House was at that time the business and political decision-making center of the city. Nowadays it houses the
Braşov Historical Museum, which focuses on the history of the Saxon guilds. Braşov also has some wonderful
examples of Renaissance, Baroque, and Romanian 19th century architecture.
You will continue your walking tour of Old Braşov with a stroll to its medieval citadel. Strategically overlooking
the town and the plains to North, the Citadel was erected in the middle of the 15 th century as part of Braşov's
outer fortification system against Turkish, Mongol, and Tartar invaders.
You may also visit the famous Bran Castle. Commonly known as Dracula’s Castle, the Bran Castle was originally
a stronghold built by the Teutonic Knights in the 12th century. The building of the actual castle started in 1378
as a defense against the Turks and later became a customs post on the pass between Transylvania and Wallachia.
The castle is famous because of the wide-spread myths that it was once the home of Vlad the Impaler, although
there is no historic evidence that he ever lived here.
Full-Day Guide-Driver & Vehicle
Balaban Inn

This morning, meet your guide to continue the exploration of Transylvania. You will arrive to the town of
Sighişoara, the birthplace of the infamous Vlad Tepes and one of the most charming and historic towns in the
whole of Transylvania.
Check in at your hotel located in the medieval citadel and enjoy a walk around the historic Old Town which is
listed as a UNESCO World Heritage Monument. This ancient town is still very much a functioning hub of the
Transylvanian region. Your guide will take you on a brief walking tour of Sighişoara’s Old Town to include the
medieval Citadel with nine surviving towers; the over 200-feet-tall Clock Tower, once the main entrance to the
fortified city; and the Covered Stairway leading to the still-functioning School on the Hill; the Saxon Church on
the Hill; and the nearby Saxon cemetery.
Full-Day Guide-Driver & Vehicle
Casa Fronius

This morning, after meeting your guide, you will continue with your journey towards the northeast and to the
region of Bucovina.
You will first reach the Lacu Rosu (Red Lake) – another site of breathtaking natural beauty and a popular
mountain resort. The lake was formed in 1838 by a landslide, which dammed the Bicaz River, thus eventually
flooding the valley. According to legend, two of the surrounding mountain peaks collapsed, burying a local
shepherd and his herd in the lake. A more recent and rational explanation of the red lake phenomenon is that
a high concentration of algae and minerals from the surrounding soil causes the waters of the lake to occasionally
turn crimson.
You will also pass through the majestic Bicaz Gorge along a winding road cutting through natural formations of
limestone rock and offering some of Romania’s most spectacular views. The gorge was created by the waters
of the Bicaz River and nowadays serves as a passageway between the Romanian provinces of Moldova and
Transylvania.
After crossing the slopes of the Carpathian Mountains, you will enter Southern Bucovina, a rural paradise whose
painted churches are among the greatest artistic monuments of Europe and are collectively designated UNESCO
World Heritage sites. Bucovina is also known for its religious art, folklore, and beautiful handicrafts including
embroidery, ceramics, and carpet weaving. Upon arrival in Gura Humorului, you will be transferred to your
hotel. You will have the remainder of the evening at leisure.
Full-Day Guide-Driver & Vehicle
Casa Roata

Today meet your guide in the hotel lobby. You will spend the day exploring the Bucovina region. You will have
time to visit the region’s famous painted monasteries.
You will first visit Moldovita Monastery, built by the prince Petru Rares in 1532. The monastery consists of an
impressive fortified enclosure with towers and strong gates, surrounding a superb painted church. You will also
visit the monastery’s museum, which houses a wonderful collection of medieval art dating as far back as the 15 th
century, including Prince Petru’s original throne.
Next, your driver-guide will take you to visit Sucevita Monastery. The 20 miles of remote, winding road offer
breath-taking views over the surrounding fields and Alpine villages. The youngest and the largest of the painted
monasteries in this region, Sucevita, has the most religious iconography of any of them. The Arbore Monastery
was named after a local nobleman and general who owned the nearby village. He had the church built next to
his private residence to serve as a family chapel and cemetery. Later today, your driver-guide will take you to
visit the monastery at Voronet. This beautifully painted monastery is one of the gems of Bucovina. The
completely painted exterior with scenes from the bible is stunning.
You will be then transferred back to Gura Humorului for an evening at leisure.
Full-Day Guide-Driver & Vehicle
Roata

This morning, you will leave the Bucovina region and depart towards Maramures, known for its pastoral and
agricultural traditions and largely unscathed by the industrialization campaign that was carried on during
Romania's communist period. Even today, plowing, planting, harvesting, and hay making and handling are mostly
done through manual labor. The region is also known for its beautiful rural scenery, local small woodwork and
craftwork centers, as well as its wooden churches and original rural architecture.
The well-known wooden churches, which were mainly built in the 18th and 19th centuries, were made from thick
logs, with quite small and dark interiors painted with rather simplified biblical scenes. The most characteristic
feature of these churches is the tall tower above the entrance and the massive roof that seems to dwarf the
main body of the church. The wooded churches of Maramures have been collectively listed a UNESCO World
Heritage Site for their religious architecture and timber construction traditions.
You will arrive in Sighetu Marmatiei (commonly simply called Sighet), which is probably best known as the
birthplace of the Nobel Peace Prize winner, novelist, and Holocaust survivor Elie Wiesel, whose autobiography
‘The Night’ was the first account ever published of the horrors of the Nazi concentration camps in the Second
World War, and whose home is now a small museum.
The remainder of the day will be at leisure.
Full-Day Guide-Driver & Vehicle
Gradina Morii

This morning, meet your driver-guide for your transfer to Cluj Napoca. Throughout your journey, you will
notice the very distinctive feature of the traditional Maramures houses: their monumental wood carved front
gates. In the past, only the nobility had the right to commission the carving of such richly decorated entry gates.
Later, when this restriction was removed, the common villagers began competing in having the most beautiful
and richly-sculpted gates because these were perceived as a sign of higher social status. A few motifs are often
found as part of the decorations, such as grapevines, rosettes, animals (for rich harvest and healthy livestock),
twisted rope (so the family in this house lives together and in harmony), and crosses (so the house is blessed
and protected from evil).
In the afternoon, you will arrive in Cluj Napoca, one of the most important academic, cultural, and industrial
centers in the country. It is believed that the Roman Emperor Trajan, after conquering the local Dacian tribes,
founded a military garrison here, which gradually grew into a settlement called Napoca.
Even today, the city has a noticeable Hungarian influence from its close proximity to Hungary. As you walk
around the city’s historic center, you will see the memorial to Mathias Corvinus, the most popular of all
Hungarian kings, who ruled from 1458 to 1490. Your guide will also point out various landmarks which illustrate
the medieval history of this former capital of Transylvania.
Full-Day Guide-Driver & Vehicle
Double Tree

Meet your driver for your transfer to the airport to catch your onward flight.
Departure Transfer

Cost of the Program:
Per Person for Two (2) guests travelling together

From $5,350

Per Person for Four (4) guests travelling together

From $4,850

Accommodations
Bucharest
One (1) night at Grand Continental; All taxes and buffet breakfast included daily.
Bran
Two (2) nights at the Balaban Inn; All taxes and buffet breakfast included daily.
Sighisoara
One (1) night at the Casa Fronius; All taxes and buffet breakfast are included daily.
Gura Humorului
Two (2) nights at Casa Roata; All taxes and buffet breakfast included daily.
Sighet
One (1) night at Gradina Morii; all taxes and buffet breakfast included daily.
Cluj Napoca
One (1) night at Double Tree; all taxes and buffet breakfast included daily.

Meals
No meals included, other than breakfast as described above. Your final documents will include our top
recommendations. Your guides will recommend restaurants that fit your exact needs daily.

Services

Private vehicle and driver-guide at your service as described. The timing for each day is noted in your program.
Exeter International’s local offices are available for your assistance 24 hours per day while you are traveling. Our
local staff may also assist you with restaurant reservations and purchasing of additional theater and museum
tickets at your request.
Transportation
All transfers to and from airports are included in the program. Evening transportation is not included unless
specifically noted in your itinerary. Timing for each day is noted in your program.
Guides
Hand chosen for their knowledge on local history, art & architecture. Guides are at your disposal as noted in
your itinerary.
Tickets
All entrance tickets as described in the program.

Exeter International Travel Information

BAGGAGE
The vehicles reserved for your itinerary can accommodate up to two medium-sized suitcases per person. If you
intend to travel with additional luggage, please advise your travel consultant so appropriate arrangements may
be made. In general, we schedule a sedan for parties of two, a minivan for parties of three to four and a minibus
for parties of five or more.
SIGHTSEEING
Sightseeing arrangements have been made with your special interests in mind. Your drivers and guides are at
your disposal for full or half-day sightseeing programs as indicated in the itinerary. Within those time and mileage
guidelines, your driver and guide are at your disposal, so you are free to modify your program as you please.
Should you require additional time or mileage, the costs will be quoted on request and may be paid for locally
in the local currency or U.S. Dollars.
Every effort has been made to confirm that scheduled sightseeing venues will be open at the time you plan to
visit them. However, individual estates, museums, gardens and other points of interest can change their hours
of operation at short notice. In the event that a particular attraction is closed on the day or time of your visit,
your guide will offer alternative arrangements or rearrange your sightseeing to accommodate these unexpected
events.
OPTIONAL EXPENSES
Charges for extra meals, transport, sightseeing services or other optional additions to your established itinerary
are your responsibility and must be paid locally in the local currency.
GRATUITIES
Gratuities are not included in your tour price and are at your own discretion. Please see your final documents
for tipping suggestions.
DINING WITH YOUR GUIDE
On days when dinner and lunch costs have not been included in your itinerary (or in your tour cost), you may,
at your discretion, choose to invite your guide to dine with your party. You are under no obligation to do so
but, if you do extend such an invitation, the guide is your guest and you will be responsible for the cost of his/her
meal.

REFUNDS
We regret that refunds cannot be issued for arrangements confirmed on your itinerary but unused once your
tour has begun.
INSURANCE
Exeter International strongly recommends the purchase of travel insurance to protect your investment. You
will find insurance costs noted on your invoice and insurance coverage information in your original booking
packet.
PRICES AND ARRANGEMENTS
The tour price includes planning, handling and operational charges. Rates are quoted in US Dollars on the current
rate of exchange and tariff as of 2021. Exeter International reserves the right to increase tour prices to cover
increased costs, tariffs and taxes, and to reflect fluctuations in foreign exchange markets. Devaluation of a foreign
currency will be weighed against any tariff increases imposed. Exeter International does not breakdown costs
involved in any Small Group or Individual Travel Program.

All arrangements are subject to availability and modification if necessary.
Prices are subject to change if necessary until paid in full.

Exeter International
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